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pontiff; this privilege, once granted to him by the Roman see, was one
of which nothing could deprive him, and of which he would stand possessed
for ever.

The lasting controversy with Constantinople reached its last stage
under Leo IX. Like Nicholas I in his correspondence with Photius and
the Emperor Michael, so Leo, writing to the patriarch Michael Cerularius
and his ally the Bulgarian archbishop, admitted no compromise with
regard to the supremacy and orthodoxy of his Church. Coming from the
district in which the Forged Decretals were composed and had been
accepted as genuine, he used their material without question as evidence
for his assertions, and quoted the Donation of Constantine at length in
this connexion. But his most forcible protest against the presumption of
the Eastern prelates was founded upon the unshaken orthodoxy of Rome,
the Church founded by Peter, in which St Paul found nothing to correct,
but was full of praises of its faith, a faith to which countless martyrdoms
had since borne witness. In his grief at the recalcitrance of Constantinople,
he turned with relief to the confession of orthodox faith which he
received from the patriarch of Antioch. A letter which congratulated
this prelate upon his loyalty to the Roman see, and ends with a profession
of faith in the same terms, contains a remarkable statement of the
inviolable primacy of Rome.

This is the declaration of all the venerable councils and of human laws, this is
confirmed hy the Holy of holies, the King of kings and Lord of lords Himself, that
the reverend head of the principal dignity and of the entire discipline of the Church
is, in its preeminence of splendour and excellence, in that place where Peter, the
very summit and cardinal member of the apostles, waits for the blessed resurrection
of his flesh in the last day.

The doctrine of the Papacy as the supreme judge of faith and order,
whose decrees, in themselves final and without appeal, were made public
to the whole Church through the approbation of councils, was thus firmly
fixed upon the eve of that struggle on which it was about to enter with
the temporal power during the pontificate of Gregory VII. By the Popes
themselves it had been held with little change for centuries; what was
positively expressed by Nicholas I and, with increased dogmatism, was
reasserted by the Popes of the Hildebrandine age was the logical
development of the position taken by their predecessors. With the
growth of the recognition of a permanent tribunal of appeal at Home,
overriding the decisions of metropolitans and superior to the claims of
the declining patriarchates of the East, the grounds of its authority were
formulated more boldly; and the Forged Decretals, concocted without aid
from Rome and with the intention merely of providing a remedy against
local tyrannies, served the purpose of implanting that authority in
districts where the welfare and unity of the Church were threatened by
civil anarchy. Rome, it is true, by her failure to propitiate the jealousy
of the Eastern Empire and its patriarch, severed communion with a large